Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.052; wR factor = 0.182; data-to-parameter ratio = 20.0.
In the title compound, C 9 H 13 NO 2 , there are two independent molecules per asymmetric unit. The molecules are very similar and almost planar, with the ethoxycarbonyl group anti to the pyrrole N atom. The two independent molecules are joined into dimeric units by strong hydrogen bonds between NH groups and carbonyl O atoms.
Related literature
For general background, see: Bonnett (1995 Bonnett ( , 2000 . 
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). ted the search for new and more efficient photosensitizers, namely porphyrins (Bonnett, 1995 (Bonnett, , 2000 . Pyrroles are building blocks for the synthesis of porphyrins and following our previous structural studies on pyrrole chemistry (Sobral & Rocha Gonsalves, 2001; Ramos Silva et al., 2002; Paixão et al., 2002) we present here the title compound ethyl 3,5-dimethyl-1H-pyrrole-2-carboxylate, (I), Fig. 1 . There are two independent molecules per asymmetric unit. The two molecules are very similar and almost planar with the angle between molecular planes being 3.87 (5)°. The molecules show an eclipsed conformation, when viewed along the C1-C7 direction, with the ethoxycarbonylgroup anti to the pyrrole N atom. The molecules are grouped in dimers by strong hydrogen bonds between N-H groups and carbonyl O atoms (Fig.1 , Table 1 ).
The dimers stack in planes approximately 5 Å apart (Fig.2) .
The ethyl 3,5-dimethyl-1H-pyrrole-2-carboxylate was prepared by a Knorr-type reaction from the condensation of acetylacetone and ethyl oximinoacetoacetate.
Refinement
All H-atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model with C-H=0.93 Å, N-H=0.86 Å, U iso (H)=1.2U eq (C,N). 
